 Marin Women’s Commission Business Meeting

30 N. San Pedro, San Rafael, CA 94903

Downstairs Conference Room

Tuesday, February 28, 2012
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Minutes – February 2012
I. Call to Order/Roll Call/Roles/Welcome: Meeting called to order at 7:05  p.m. by Chair, MA Hoover. 
Present: L. Adler(timekeeper), S. Atherly, M. Ballou, K. Cirby, MA Hoover (Chair), M. McLean, A. Roger, M. Rule,  C. Zamora,  A. Pletcher (Egalitarian), C. Colton, J. Powell (staff)
Absent:  I. Gillis
II. Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION: to approve the Agenda.  MM/KC  m/s/p. 
III. Welcome to Public/Introduction of Guests: Supervisor Kathrin Sears, Marin County Board of Supervisors
IV. Commissioner Check-in:   None
V. Announcements: CZ announced there is a National Movement to encourage President Obama to not defund Women’s Bureaus.
VI. Approve Minutes – MM/MB  m/s/p.

VII. Open Time: None.
VIII. Speaker: MAH introduced Supervisor Sears (see notes on discussion below).  Each Commissioner briefly introduced themselves as well. 
IX. Consent Agenda:  No items (all items moved or deleted – see above)
X. Chair Report and Organizational Items 
1. Annual Report – MAH thanked CZ for her hard work in completing the Annual Report
2. Suzanne Atherly, District 4 resignation – The Commission was sad but understanding of SA’s resignation.  She will be missed.  They wanted to make sure Supervisor Kinsey knew about the opening.  
3. Nomination Committee Election – It was announced that with SA’s resignation there was a vacancy in the Nomination Committee that needed to be filled quickly as Nominations for the 12/13 FY were approaching.  CZ summarized the position and that the term that was to be filled is a 1-year term.  MR nominated herself and was the sole nominee.  MM moved to accept MR to be on the Nominating Committee thru July 2012.
MOTION: to accept MR’s Nomination for Nominating Committee.  MM/KC  m/s/p. 

4. Impact of Women & Money Conference – MAH shared with the Commission the impact that the Money Conference had on an attendee and thanked the Commission.
5. Imagine Magazine Interview – MAH reported that she was contacted to do an interview with Imagine Magazine re: Women in Marin County.  She spoke to them about the Commission’s work within the County.  
6. Annual Retreat – Liz Paris to facilitate – The date of the retreat is set for April 21st.  MAH is meeting with Paris on Mar 14th at La Toscana to plan the retreat.  MR, CZ and MB to attend.  They will inform staff if more Commissioners attend so that staff can notice the meeting if need be.  
7. Hal Brown Award – LA worked with Supervisor Rice and reported at the last meeting.  There was a letter in the packet explaining the vision.  It was decided that Ethel Seiderman would be the first recipient of the award.  LA reported that Rice was thrilled.  The award will not be done at MTGC, but instead possibly presenting the award to Seiderman in the BOS Chambers.  The Commission would like to do this in March 2012.
XI. Staff Report: 
1.  No report.
XII. Finance/Treasurer Report 
a. MWC - YTD accounting FY 11/12 – KC handed out the report and noted that she added $500 under movie night. Request for info re: amounts spent by Margaret and Cecilia.  CAC explained the docs were reformatted by admin and approved/submitted today.  KC hasn’t seen $180 from HRC yet hit an SAP report.  Knows we’ll spend retreat for sure; and should do yellow card printing before end of year.  Still have 5254, and if take that out, still have 4100 after retreat.  CZ- $500 payment to Dominican for Jennifer Granholm speaker series, and rest will be billed in next fiscal, but could be billed this fiscal.  Suggestion to instead of spending 7500 from women’s fund, deduct it from this budget and then repay women’s fund.  Can ask Jaime to identify embassy suites fund from budget.  CZ: Jaime will start making arrangements for travel for next fiscal but charge this year to get better rate.  Also anticipate CZ traveling to East Coast for planning NACW at end of March, 2012.  Jaime has not started trying to work on flights because dates not yet confirmed by CZ.  Retreat cost last year of $400 didn’t come in until this fiscal year.  KC: 2500 of 5200 will be going to Clint/website development so really about 2k+-.  Recommendation to move $250 for movie night out of MTGC.
XIII. Committee Reports 
a. Equity and Self-Sufficiency

1. WFSA – No Report
2. EEAC/ Personnel Commission updates – CAC provided a brief update on the Commission.  New officers have been elected and regular meetings should begin again.
b. Access to Resources   
1. Teen Conference 2012  
1. The TGC Committee reported that they are still receiving checks from sponsors Including $1k from Union Bank, Comcast, and an individual donor.   Attendance is just under 200 girls, but they expect to have more by the end of the week as well as day of registrations.  Also, the Women Power Conference heard about the TGC and offered to sponsor 5 Teen Girls to attend and possibly for TGC to present at the Conference.
2. Kind movie with Huckleberry – TGC plans to show the movie as a follow up to the Conference and is looking into partnering with Huckleberry.

c. Leadership   
1. Women and Money Conference – no report
2. Women Leading Community Change Summit – no report
3. Speaker’s Series Partnership with Dominican – Jennifer Granholm, Sunday 3/25 – CZ has 10 tickets for the reception at 5:30 and 7 tickets for the lecture following.  MAH, MR, KKC, LA, AP and MM were all interested.
4. Movie Nights – no report
5. ACCW – a written was provided, no additional report.
6. NACW  - no report (Conference – July 25-28, Charleston, WV)
d. Committee Updates – none
XIV. Community Reports – none
XV. Community Announcements/ Success Celebrations 
a. KC accepted to Novato Citizen Police Academy, a 12-week program
b. Katie Rice appointed to upper Ross Valley Community Block Grants Committee

c. MM reported that her son’s documentary company won best documentary.
XVI. Adjournment:  9:03pm
MOTION: to adjourn. MM/LA m/s/p.
VIII. Additional Speaker notes:

Supervisor Sears was born in San Francisco; moved to Sausalito; attended Tam High.  Her mother is a math teacher at Tam High.  Sears relayed a story about her Mom re: dealing with children and progress.  Her mother was going around and speaking to students individually, and touched the back of someone gently and had a knife drawn on her.  She responded by saying if she had known he didn’t like to be touched, she would have not touched him.  Sears expressed that it is interesting that teachers were not provided with more background on students before being thrown in.  Sears grew up with stories of the challenges of teachers and students.

Sears went on to say that she spent 8 years in the Midwest and 7 on east coast; She received her PhD in Chinese politics.  She was an interpreter for the first IBM computer negotiations in China.  Later, she attended law school after having obtained her PhD.  She worked as a labor and employment litigator for a large firm representing companies re: sexual Harrassment and discrimination cases and has provided a lot of harassment training for companies.  Sears moved back to Sausalito and joined the planning commission and various task forces.  In the Fall of 2005, she moved to the consumer law section of the CA Attorney General’s office and sued Countrywide Bank for false advertisers, etc.  After McGlashan passed, and after discussion with other Sausalito folk, she decided to apply for the appointment.  

It has been an interesting time to be with the County particularly given Governor Brown’s realignment plans.  She is interested in all sorts of things.  She is very interested in educational opportunities for girls/women and career opportunities, as keys to success.  On BOS today, presentation on State’s cuts on childcare, and closing of Manzanita Childcare center in  Marin City.  Sears also understands the interest of MWC in the analysis of impediments, and discriminatory housing issues and how single women and women with children are affected, the aging of Marin’s population and those housing and transit implications; more affordable housing and transportation issues; increase usage of public transit, sea level rising; important that we plan for and deal with it; on board of Marin Energy Authority (V-Chair); addressing irrational fear surrounding affordable housing issues and looking at any areas where MWC interests and communication within different districts, etc., could be helpful to MWC.  Sears expressed wanting to know MWC interests, and issues of Marin’s girls and women.

There is an interesting connection between affordable housing, transit for women and childcare issues and that they are all inter-related (MM).  Need to change dynamics regarding who is affected by these issues; not just “those people”.  Really not a class divide as people often perceive.  (AP)  Particular routes often busy with parents/ kids to school and/or sporting events.  Routing and time issues seem to be a factor (AR)

Question how is County doing with hiring/promoting women in the County?  MAH, voiced that there are still issues and work, but good relationship with HR and work ahead.  Invite to Sears re: MTGC this Saturday and discussion of speakers and lunch panel re: non-traditional women careers.  Thank you for financial support, past and future.
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Late agenda material can be inspected in the office of Human Resources, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  The office is located in Room 205 Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all public meetings and events sponsored or conducted by the County of Marin are held in accessible sites.  Requests for accommodations may be made by calling (415) 473-4381 (voice/TTY) or 711 for the California Relay Service or e-mailing disabilityaccess@co.marin.ca.us at least four work days in advance of the event.  Copies of documents are available in alternative formats upon written request.  
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