
Marin Human Rights Commission ––Meeting Minutes Draft
Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 410B, San Rafael, CA 94903

Tuesday, March 12,  2019   ––   7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.




Order of Business
1.  7:00 pm  present: NJ, GF, MW, TW, KC
Approval of Agenda and Minutes
2. Motion to Adopt the drafted Agenda for March 12, 2019 NJ/TW m/s/p


 
3. Motion to Adopt the drafted Minutes dated January 8, 2019 & January 16, 2019  

 NJ/TW m/s/p for both
Public Comment On Items Not On The Agenda

1. George Pegelow – HRC past member education committee  

a. Would like a follow up on the Youth Court issue that he brought up a year and a half ago regarding Marin City Youth not having access to the Youth Court. He has heard that Marin City now has its own youth restorative justice program and would like to hear more about it.
b. Along with the disproportionate population in County Jail and would like to point out the mistreatment of prisoners in county jail. The civil rights of prisoners are not being addressed.
c. The Commissions are to have 1/8th time of an appointed staff  and he suggests a  formal investigation on how other commissions run and the level of support personnel and funding other commissions have. This lack of support shows that there is no interest in civil liberties and human rights. Suggest the HRC go in front of the BOS.

2. Bill Hale spoke about the the Brown Act and being given minutes and the agenda 72 hours in advance.  
3. Rodrigo Izquierdo spoke on the how the Marin HRC has two vacancies and that the BOS has not filled these vacancies for months and this might be a sign of the lack of importance this Commission has. The minutes are lacking and the commission needs more staffing. HRC should be focused on discrimination and he questions the Commission’s allowance of freedom of speech. 

4. Alan Barnett – Jail Count breakdown – lowest amount of inmates this month. Need to understand why it went down. Could it be due to the decline of Hispanics in jail, the SF DA passed away, or that plea bargaining has replaced trial by jury. He would like research done. 
Regular Business

1. Request from the Marin City History Book project in honor of Marin City’s 75th anniversary. Request from Performing Stars. Discussion on payment. The HRC decided that they support and encourage their effort, but not appropriate to donate their budgetary finances. 






2. Spahr Center Guest Presentation – cancelled due to visitor issue.




3. Review on Community Meeting in Marin City and plans for future Listening Sessions in the Community. 

a. Suggestion to contact the Housing Authority and different complexes. Send Homeless Shelter flyers to schools, homeless shelters, etc. 

b. Pegelow suggested for the Novato listening session to ask Hamilton school 8th graders about homelessness. Steve Hospodar shospodar@nusd.org   Principal of Hamilton.
c. Other suggestions to send flyers to: Libraries, Schools, Churches and places of Worship, Places with Community Boards, etc. 
4. Review on the MLK Jr. Partnership Event in Marin City and Award Ceremony in January. Per MW: Went well, well attended, lots of activities and awardees were honored. Per NJ, the awardees were very pleased, Peter Thompson was delighted and surprised that the county recognized him.
5. Chris to check on Humanitarian awards being distributed. 

6. TW gave a review on the presentation to the BOS on the HRC resolution on making Marin a Sanctuary County and suggestions to the Sheriff regarding ICE. 
Meet with supervisors – talk about what that would look like. Engage them in the conversation to get BOS buy in. Marin IJ letter received. And MW wrote a response. Sheriff and releasing the prisoners and inmates – naming who and when they are going to be released. Would like to give an option to the Sheriff and work with him. Reasonable accommodation for this issue. (MW)Phones or online
Discriminatory based on that the sheriff is doing – to all undocumented immigrants. 

1. George Pegelow: May of 2015 – Task Force Community can work with Police and make policy

2. Rodrigo Izquierdo – has been meeting with the BOS – has been making some concession – asking to him to break the law – Sheriff says that they are asking him to break the law – where as all other Sheriffs in the Bay Area are then “breaking” the law.
7.  Commissioner interview for panelists is set for:  March 19th
8. HRC would like a vibrant social media presence.
a. Chris has summer interns


b. Ken Casey’s interns are also possibilities


9. Explore Areas for Commission Attention, suggestions include:
a. Equity in Schools, specifically in the Sausalito / Marin City School District – Willow Creek and MLK Jr School. Suggest invite the key leaders to come and talk about the issues. Ask for information from school board members from both schools and Mary Jane Burke, Superintendent.  

i. Will send the questions to all of them ahead of time.

ii. Ask them to attend our Ma or June meeting. 

b. Housing Issues in our County. Due to voters in Marin County where is there affordable Housing in Marin, where we have an issue with no new housing – “not in our back yard.”  Possibilities are in Strawberry, Marinwood, and Marin City – but only able to pass in in Marin City. 

i. KC – they really don’t know how to solve the problem. 

ii. JCC has acreage to build senior homes and schools – but neighborhood went against it. 

iii. Housing is the topic of the day. 200 bills in legislation right now. Suggest HRC to take a position AB 50 – on these bills. 

c. Mike Daly/Cindy – restorative justice in May coming

d. Mary Jane Burke and education leaders could be asked to come in June

e. Housing on the agenda after that, perhaps July or August.
f. Joan: Meeting 150 people on “Not on our Town” documentary – story – how it changed the minds and hearts of that community. Racism – 1st Five has talked along time. Start community by community. 
g. How to approach the BOS – Santa Clara did (Rodrigo Izquierdo) painted a bus to get the message out there. Health services are being underutilized. Due to undocumented are scared. Humboldt County they wanted to emphasize report crime and not hide it. 

h. Educating the younger generation and having the HRC to support bills for housing. Only 10% of housing in the last 25 years. 

10.  Adjournment NJ/MW 8:41 pm adjournment
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

Or the Human Rights Commission staff at (415) 473-6189 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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