Marin Human Rights Commission ––Meeting Minutes Draft
Albert J. Boro Community Center, 50 Canal Street, San Rafael, CA 94901

Tuesday, June 14, 2016   ––   6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.




Call to Order at 6:10pm and Roll Call
	Commissioner
	Present

	Christina Leimer (At large)
	X

	Kristin Nash (District 2)
	X

	Gina Fromer (District 1)
	X

	Nancy Johnson (District 3)
	X

	Ken Casey (District 5)
	X

	Christian Martinez (District 4)
	X

	Kathy Williams (At large)
	X


Approval of Minutes
1. Adoption of Minutes dated May 10, 2016 with edits made CL/CM m/s/p
Regular Business
2. Adoption of the Bylaws as presented CM/KN m/s/p 
3. Adoption of the Structure and Functionality of the Commission as presented KW/CM m/s/p
4. Update from the Juvenile Justice Committee:

a. Change in Chair from Commissioner Fromer to Commissioner Williams

b. Two meetings held; one included meeting with Dana Pepp who was able to offer reports and researched information including probation funding that goes towards preventative work in our community. No action steps yet on what will be done with this information.
Public Comments:

· Suggestion that the Human Rights meetings should be held in this community because the Latino community has the most repression with the landlords or the police.

· Suggestion to bring in Kevin Lynch to talk about Probation and future programs and plans.

· Suggestion to have more Human Rights meetings at the Albert J.Boro Community Center as it is user friendly.

5. Update from the Homelessness Committee:   No update at this time 
Public Comments:

· Commissioners need to know about Plan Bay Area – link below

· 
 http://planbayarea.org/plan-bay-area.html
· Homeless website link from Liz Darby – see below

·  https://www.marinhhs.org/boards/homeless-policy-committee
6. Staff Updates: 
a. Per website from the Sheriff – the County Jail currently houses: 

50 females(16%)  & 259 (84%) males; 9 Asians (3%), 76 African Americans(25%), 61 Hispanics (20%), 151 Caucasians (49%) and 8 others (2%)

b. Next meeting can be held at the Point Reyes Fire Station, however, this has been put on hold as the Commissioner want the next meeting to be held back at the Civic Center. Suggestion made that the meetings in the community should be staggered and perhaps  Commissioners take on the role of leading specific meetings.
Public Comments:
· David Escobar from Steve Kinsey’s office can assist with West Marin Outreach

· Childcare should be offered to allow more of the public to attend.
· An interpreter should be offered to assist in outreach to the public.
· The underserved community needs people to build relationships, so they can learn about available assistance and not just from nonprofits. 
7. Commissioners Open Time 
· Commissioners Fromer and Johnson are part of the development of the new community center being built in Marin City for Southern Marin, $22 Million needs to be raised.
· Commissioner Johnson, as an advisor for Health and Wellness Center, announced the expanded services in San Rafael;  a free standing birthing center in back of the Las Gallinas Safeway offering alternative birthing choices is now open

· MLK Jr Awards to be put on next month’s agenda.
· Re-evaluate Commission’s issues and focus on next month’s agenda.

Public Comments:

· Suggested that the Commissioners think about offering a Cesar Chavez award

· Latinos are competitive and a Cesar Chavez award would inspire some to work towards winning this type of award.

Special Extended Public Comment Session : 

· It is important to have meetings here at the Community Center.

· Rents are increasing and the apartments are damaged and have rodents and bugs. If complaints are made, they are told fi they don’t like it to go find another place to live, and nothing is done.

· Erin Ashley; educator in the process of proposing a public charter high school in San Rafael. Creating this charter school due to extensive gaps in the school system, working within the community to promote greater educational opportunities and educational equity. Team teaching with common context to allow more fluid teaching. Gathering hundreds of signatures.  IPSO School  www.ipsoschools.org  Brochures on file.

· Survey done about housing crisis in Marin; where families living in unsanitary, unhealthy living conditions are accepted because they are poor – this is a basic human right. What can the Marin Human Rights can do? The voluntary agreements of the property managers is just a band-aid and not a solution. Racism in this county is horrible. 
· As a community leader for 7 years with many meetings like this one, but nothing ever changes. Or will there be an attempt to fix something

· Works very close in the community, and it’s not just the Spanish speaking community that have these issue but all races. What is happening to her, happens to others and she is speaking up. Her landlord is raising her rend and trying to evict her. She has Fair Housing and Legal Aid involved but not even the police are aware of “Tenant’s Rights.” 

· Lost her son 20 years ago due to kidnapping and domestic crime. Her inability to speak English and the police not being fluent in Spanish and not understanding her rights she didn’t have any protection.  

· Mental health agencies need to do their job and they don’t help them after they turn 18..

· County of San Francisco offered a monetary incentive program to the Firefighters. If they passed a language proficiency test, they received a bonus. This helps the Firefighters connect with their community.
· Fred Persily works with Human Relations Commissions, and has assisted in training, fundraising and is willing to be involved.

· First Five Foundation holding a policy breakfast in Government Structures, maybe the Human Rights Commissioners would like to be a part of the conversations, to explore these issues.  There is a need to create urgency, and should not take 10 years. See link: http://first5marin.org/children-families-first/first-5-marins-annual-policy-breakfast/
8. Adjournment
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]LN





[image: image5.png]



In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors by calling (415) 499-6172 (TTY)

or Human Rigjhts Commission staff at (415) 473-6189 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.

Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources Office, Room 415, Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
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