MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 410-B, 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903

April 10, 2012
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Approved MINUTES
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 6:43pm and Chaired by A. Ahmadia, Chair.



2. ROLL CALL 



	Commissioner
	Present
	Commissioner
	Present

	Aref Ahmadia (AL)
	X
	Melanie Nathan (Dist. 4)
	X

	Marna Cohen (Dist. 3)
	X
	Arlene Reiss (Dist. 1)
	X

	Raphael Durr (AL)
	Late
	Shelly Scott (Dist. 5)
	X

	Andrew Marshall (Dist. 2)
	X
	Juliet Schiller (AL)
	EA

	Christian  Martinez (AL)
	EA
	Staff
	X


3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS/SPEAKER 
A. Guests: A. Barnett, C. Fernandez 

4. APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION to approve the Tentative Agenda: SS/AR m/s/p
5. APPROVAL OF March  minutes 
MOTION to approve the March Minutes: SS/AR m/s/p
6. open time FOR PUBLIC EXPRESSION: 
a. Fernandez explained she has been trying to get a hold of HRC for a while.  She did not recall receiving a call back.  She would like more info on the HRC.  She feels there are a lot of issues that need to be addressed in her community.    AA explained that meetings are public and any info spoken about at the meeting is public record.  He further explained that Commissioners are volunteers so return calls do not come from County.  Return messages often are not left due to the sensitivity of some of the issues the Commission faces.  Fernandez then went on to say she is concerned about herself and her brothers.  Her brothers are “brown”(skinned) and get stopped a lot (by police) for no reason.  Her main concern is making sure the Spanish community gets the translations that they need.  She has been refused help because she speaks English well.  Neighbors also have issues.  She reported that at Golden Gate Village rules and Regulations are only in English.  There is no Spanish translation.  Members of the Commission suggested Fernandez to go to Fair Housing of Marin and ask whether they are able to translate the info into Spanish or advocate with the management that a Spanish copy is included when someone new comes.  AA stated that by law, they are supposed to do that.  FH of M lacks funding so the waiting list is longer than usual.  MN on board of FHofM – and offered that if Fernandez e-mails MN, MN will have them translate it for her.  AM to talk with Ms. Fernandez further on the issue.  

b. Mr. Barnett would like the Commission to work on the documents submitted at the March meeting.  Barnett passed out an updated version and gave an overview of the proposed citizen’s review and advisory council for the sheriff’s dept and reported that several cities (SD, LA SF) have these sorts of councils.  AM – expressed his opinion that to get where they are trying to go, they need to find the middle ground.  He further stated that addressing the issues that happened in Oakland may not be the way to get there.  Barnett reported that he asked BOS Adams and Kinsey to set up a public hearing for the Sherriff to discuss these issues, but the Sheriff did not want to do it.  Still Barnett agrees that an adversarial relationship is not the goal, but rather to bring the various sides and viewpoints together on common ground.  AB would like the HRC to continue to draft the resolution and present it to the BOS.  MN addressed that she thought some of the language needed to be changed.  MN also asked to be included on the committee.  AM suggested continuing with the issue at the May meeting, when all of the committee members are present but in the mean time, AM will convene a meeting with the committee (AM, MN, JS, CM) and Mr. Barnett.
7. SPEAKER  - None 
8. Chair’s Report 






a. Living Wage Ordinance Resolution – Tabled until CM is present to discuss.
b. Phone calls – There have been a number of calls recently.  Some Human Rights related and some not.  AA reported on a recent case where a member of the public requested HRC’s help but required immediate help.  The party was also interested in suing the PD.  However, the deadline was immediate and HRC does not work in that capacity.  Another individual wanted to sue the District Attorney and was looking for monetary restitution.  In this case, AA offered to speak to DA on his behalf however the gentleman felt that the DA would not be amenable.  It was suggested that the Commission seriously consider creating and distributing (via website, Commission brochures, etc) a sheet of what the HRC can and cannot do as well as what the expectations should be when bringing a complaint to the HRC.  Suggestions included requiring complainants to fill out a form before talking to them further.  AA expressed that in previous years, protocol was to do this.  MN suggested requiring complainants to sign a release authorizing the Commission to investigate complaints, gather information and speak to others on the complainant’s behalf.  There was discussion regarding the content of the current intake form.  Staff read the current form to the Commission and explained the current system in place.  AM mentioned that in past years County Counsel has been consulted when needed.  He went on to say that with BOS approval, the HRC has subpoena powers.  MN suggested that HRC ask County Council to draft and approve a release giving the HRC authority to talk to entities on their behalf and for HRC to create a form explaining HRC’s parameters, what they can/can’t do.  
9. MLK – report out – Staff passed out financials. The event is at a major loss at this time.  There was discussion of HRC following up with J. Freeman.  AA to send staff an e-mail with the request and cc AM.  Staff to forward to Mr. Freeman upon receipt.
10. NEW ITEMS







 
a. AA met with Hanley with the COM issue. Will set up a meeting

b. AM spoke on the educational piece he handed out.  And talked about the disparity in suspensions of black and Latino children.  There are two main concerns; expulsions and the test score differences (20-30 point gap).   The goal is to figure out how to bring both of those things together.   Figure out why those gaps exist and how to get parents or advocates in the school at an early age.  MN- kids who don’t want to be in school don’t do well.  What is it about the kids that makes them feel school is somewhere they do not want to be?  RD – when you underachieve, it is an embarrassing experience, so going to school is an embarrassing experience.  Need to change the way we teach and look into how kids learn and teach in that way.  AM – Parent participation provides confidence and power.  Communities need to volunteer in the schools/ show themselves and support the kids.  AM is interested in organizing a support system for kids who act out.
11. STANDING BUSINESS – Written reports provided where indicated 


SUPERVISORS UPDATES – Written reports if indicated
7:40-7:45
	District
	Supervisor(s)
	Commissioner(s)
	Action Item(s)

	1
	Supervisor Adams
	Reiss
	No Report 

	2
	Supervisor Rice
	Marshall
	No report

	3
	Supervisor Sears
	Cohen
	No Report

	4
	Supervisor Kinsey
	Nathan
	No Report

	5
	Supervisor Arnold
	Scott
	No Report

	
	
	
	

	AL
	All Supervisors
	Ahmadia, Durr, Martinez, Schiller
	No Reports




COMMITTEE - REPORTS and COMPLAINTS  updates
7:45-8:15    ACTION
	Area
	Members
	Complaints/Issues
	Written or Verbal Report

	Community and Gov.  – incl. Healthcare (C & G)
	Ahmadia, Cohen, Marshall, Schiller, Scott
	AA returned 4 calls, did not leave a message.  Only spoke to one.  Need to establish guidelines of what the Commission can do.  Many issues HRC cannot do anything ie.  Shervin, etc.
	Verbal

	Diversity  (DIV)
	Nathan, Reiss, Schiller
	No Report
	None

	Education (Ed.)
	Nathan, Schiller, Scott
	SS and AM met regarding youth education re: achievement gaps and suspension rates.
	Verbal

	EEAC Liaison (EEAC)
	Cohen
Cohen
	No Report
	None

	Law Enforcement (LE)
	Ahmadia, Durr, Martinez, Schiller
	RD left a message for Hastings, but did not receive a call back
	Verbal

	Ad Hoc Committee Updates

	Future Endowment Fund
	Would like to pursue.  AA, AM and CM to convene and discuss and try to move forward.

	Juvenile Symposium
	AM passed around the book he brought and will obtain copies of the booklet for any Commissioners who would like one.  

	New Commissioner Orientation Task Force
	No Report – finished task

	PR/Media
	No Report – not here

	Procedures for Meeting  - Complaint Procedures
	No Report – AA to send CM an e-mail for feedback.

	Retreat 
	No Report

	Website
	No Report


12. STAFF UPDATE




8:15-8:20    ACTION
a. Website/ Constant Contact Updates – Website needs updating.  CM and staff to continue to work on it.  Commissioners would like MLK info as well as pictures of winners on the site as soon as possible.
b. Budget Updates – Reviewed in MLK update. 

c. Form 700 –all are in – thank you!
d. EEO report – No report
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS




8:20-8:29
a. AA and MN will not be at the May meeting.
b. Elections are in June.  
14. ADJOURNMENT   

Motion: to Adjorn the SS/RD m/s/p 8:16 pm
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PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources office at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 415 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations  If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request. The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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