MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 410-B, 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903

February 14, 2012
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
MINUTES
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm and Chaired by A. Ahmadia, Chair.



2. ROLL CALL 



	Commissioner
	Present
	Commissioner
	Present

	Aref Ahmadia (AL)
	X
	Melanie Nathan (Dist. 4)
	Absent

	Marna Cohen (Dist. 3)
	X
	Arlene Reiss (Dist. 1)
	X

	Raphael Durr (AL)
	X
	Shelly Scott (Dist. 5)
	X

	Andrew Marshall (Dist. 2)
	Absent
	Juliet Schiller (AL)
	X

	Christian  Martinez (AL)
	X
	Staff
	X


3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS/SPEAKER 
Several members from the Marin Peace and Justice League and Occupy Marin were present including, C. Slater, S. Shartzer, A Barnett and J. Reynolds.  Additionally, A Hanley was present.

4. APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION to approve the Tentative Agenda: SS/JS m/s/p
5. APPROVAL OF January  minutes 
MOTION to approve the January Minutes: SS/RD m/s/p
6. open time FOR PUBLIC EXPRESSION: Members of the Public spoke to the Commission about their concerns as recorded under “New Items”, #10 a & b below.
Three minutes per speaker is allotted on items not on the Agenda. No action can be taken until an item is agendized.

7. SPEAKER  - None







8. Chair’s Report 






a. Annual Report - Due Feb 24th – A committee wa created consisting of AA, JS, CM and RD to review the report once it is finished and approve for submission.
9. MLK – report out







a. Fundraising/ Program award/students/MCF? – Event was good, highest amount of attendees at approx. 275. AA reported that the food was not good for all.  There was an issue with the food.  Some Commissioners felt that the servers were not on par, some people did not get food and others were given the wrong items.  Received e-mail regarding the program going long.  Student scholarships need funding.  Possible $1000 from a donor.  AA to follow up with AM and MCF about an additional $5000 for the student awards.
10. NEW ITEMS







 
a. A. Hanley complaint (A. Ahmadia) – A. Hanley spoke on her behalf re: an incident(s) in a class at the College of Marin (COM) and campus law enforcement and reported that a teacher started an inappropriate discussion in class with regard to students with disabilities, reportedly stating that some disabled students were being provided special attention that was not warranted.  Hanley felt that she was singled out and felt degraded and humiliated.  She relayed that she believes there is a need for awareness about people who are not physically handicapped and that there are needs that people don’t realize for these individuals.  Hanley relayed that after this discussion took place in class, she was treated unfairly and disrespectfully by her teacher and class members alike.  Hanley wrote a letter to college officials but felt that the issues were not handled properly and was instead she felt she was retaliated against.  She stated that the complaint she made was never filed and she was suspended for speaking out about the injustices.  It has been approx 1 year in which she has been dealing with this issue with the COM.  The Commission discussed the matter but felt that Hanley did not relay a need for any specific outcome and was not sure what her ultimate goal was.  Hanley was not present during this discussion but had previously indicated that COM offered for her to return and that she did not want to return.  It was suggested that someone from the Commission speak with the College to get their side of what took place.  At this point, it was a recommendation to keep the matter as is unless something new happens.  AA to call her back and ask specifically what she wants the Commission to do to move forward. 
b. Alan Barnett - Marin Peace & Justice Coalition re: advocating for non-violence at protests – Mr. Barnett spoke and other members of Marin Peace and Justice were present and spoke as well as provided the Commission a handout with Concerns and Solutions for HRC to consider.  The Commission agreed to discuss these issues further and get back to him.  Before leaving, Barnett proposed that a few HRC meet with their group to brainstorm and put together a proposal of how to move forward.  JA and RD were interested in doing this.  They exchanged info with JA and RD to speak.
c. G. Alee complaint (R. Durr) – Durr reported that her attorney did not recommend that she attend the meeting.  
11. STANDING BUSINESS – Written reports provided where indicated 


SUPERVISORS UPDATES – Written reports if indicated
7:40-7:45
	District
	Supervisor(s)
	Commissioner(s)
	Action Item(s)

	1
	Supervisor Adams
	Reiss
	Adams requested that all minutes be on the website.  Staff confirmed that this is done from the past year to date.

	2
	Supervisor Brown
	Marshall
	 Not here to report

	3
	Supervisor Sears
	Cohen
	Spoke at the Redwoods about what she was doing in the community

	4
	Supervisor Kinsey
	Nathan
	Not here to report

	5
	Supervisor Arnold
	Scott
	None

	
	
	
	

	AL
	All Supervisors
	Ahmadia, Durr, Martinez, Schiller
	None




COMMITTEE - REPORTS and COMPLAINTS  updates
7:45-8:15    ACTION
	Area
	Members
	Complaints/Issues
	Written or Verbal Report

	Community and Gov.  – incl. Healthcare (C & G)
	Ahmadia, Cohen, Marshall, Schiller, Scott
	Alee (Durr)
	None

	Diversity  (DIV)
	Nathan, Reiss, Schiller
	
	None

	Education (Ed.)
	Nathan, Schiller, Scott
	
	None

	EEAC Liaison (EEAC)
	Cohen
Cohen
	
	None

	Law Enforcement (LE)
	Ahmadia, Durr, Martinez, Schiller
	Miers-CM reported that the case is before Family court.  She feels the Judge is biased and she is not receiving her fair share with for her support order.  She calls CM on a regular basis.  CM feels the Commission cannot help and did not see evidence of discrimination.  AA agreed with CM’s assessment.  They feel it is a personal bias. RD is on the board of CJE and thought that she may be able to get some assistance from them as they deal with these types of issues.  , 
Pirtle– AA relayed that he was given the complaint form and filed it out. AA met with him and believes that it might be something to look into.  CM felt AA and AR should meet with him.  AA to set up meeting and AR will try to meet with Pirtle to speak in more depth about his issue.
	Verbal

	Ad Hoc Committee Updates

	Future Endowment Fund
	Marshall wanted to spearhead .  Tabled until he is here to speak on the effort

	General Assistance
	Nothing to report at this time

	Juvenile Symposium
	No Report at this time, haven’t met

	New Commissioner Orientation Task Force
	No Report

	PR/Media
	No Report

	Procedures for Meeting 
	Take off of the Agenda moving forward

	Retreat 
	Time to start planning.  Put on Agenda for the next meeting.  Was in June last year.  Will need to start planning

	Website
	CM is working on it.  There is a complaint intake form that he is hoping to put up along with Agendas.


12. STAFF UPDATES




8:15-8:20    ACTION

a. Website/ Constant Contact Updates – no updates
b. Budget Updates – staff to have updates on MLK at March meeting
c. Form 700 – staff asked Commissioner to please turn in they haven’t already






13. ANNOUNCEMENTS




8:20-8:29
a. No announcements, however it was requested to add:procedures for Complaints on the March Agenda.

14. ADJOURNMENT   

Motion: to Adjorn the SS/AR m/s/p 8:22pm
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PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
Late agenda material can be inspected in the Human Resources office at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 415 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations  If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request. The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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