MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

September 13, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.  The meeting was called to order and chaired by CM, Vice Chair, until AA, Chair arrived at 6:39pm.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, M. Cohen , R. Durr, A. Marshall, C. Martinez, J. Schiller, S. Scott   Staff Present: J Powell, CA Colton      Absent: M. Nathan
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: No guest present at this time.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION to approve Agenda – JS/RD m/s/p.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION to approve August Minutes with the following changes: Add to the minutes that AA stepped down as Chair of the Law enforcement committee and appointed RD as the new Chair.  RD/MC m/s/p.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression 
1. AM expressed his disappointment with “a certain” Commissioner who he felt was not putting in the effort and work needed for the MLK Awards Dinner stating that they abandoned their job last year and that they should not be allowed to be in charge of tasks this year.  
2. Three employees from the San Rafael Salvation Army attended the meeting and spoke about their experiences as employees.  They believe that management is treating them unfairly and retaliating to their complaints about and to management by reducing hours, etc.  They would like the Commission to help them resolve the issue.  The Commission agreed to investigate their claims further.  AM to work with SS to get additional information and will report back at the October meeting.
Guest Speaker(s) – No guest Speaker.
VII. Chair’s Report 
1. Jacob Neitzel – AA handed out a “Enemy at the Gates” describing Jacob and his issue for the Commission to read.  After brief discussion CM and AA agreed to set a meeting with the DA’s office to further investigate further and report back at the Oct. meeting
VIII. standing business
1. SUPERVISORS REPORTS –No reports.

2. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below 
a. Community and Government: AM reported his desire to put together a juvenile symposium addressing the disproportionate number of minorities in juvenile detention.  He was concerned that there was less tolerance for minorities in the court system from all ethnicities.  JS is interested in working with AM.  AM will bring an outline for this at the Sept. meeting for further discussion.  RD reported his concern with the rodent /pest problems in the Canal area.  There was discussion about why the problem exists and what possible solutions would effectively help the community.  AM to work with RD to review and make suggestions to the Commission.
b. Diversity: There was no report, however discussion ensued about diversity training and whether the HRC had or could obtain the funding to present a program to Marin Police Departments, or whether the Commission should discontinue efforts due to the lack of funding/budget.  It was decided that JS should put together a proposed budget for such trainings that AM could use to try to get funding.  Additionally, it was suggested that police departments ask for funding from MCF for Diversity Training.  General consensus was that MCF would be receptive to the idea and possibly fund, but that the PD’s would have to make the “ask” directly.  Cost for the training was estimated at the time to be between $1000 - $2000.
c. Education: SS reported that she met with staff re: printing Nomination forms.  SS and AA to reach out to the schools in person to solicit student nominations.  This approach was very successful last year.
d. EEAC: MC reported that the EEAC hasn’t met but that she is keeping in touch and will report back to HRC once they have met.
e. Law Enforcement: MN was not present to give a recommendation re: Shervin.  AA and CM have both spoken in person with Dr. Shervin and reported that the issue is complicated.  This item was tabled until the Oct. meeting, at which time MN can report out and provide a recommendation.
f. No additional standing committee reports
3. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. New Commissioner Orientaton: SS and JS will contact AR to welcome and present the “New Commissioner Orientation materials”. 
2. Website: CM to follow up with MN on getting the website up and running.  Staff to work with CM to navigate website tonight. Committee will report progress at Oct. meeting.
3. No additional Ad Hoc Committee Reports
IX. NEW ITEMS – No new items

X. OLD ITEMS 

1. MLK – AM volunteered to Chair the MLK Event this year.  He suggested having 2-3 speakers who have personally been through civil rights issues speak for 5-8 minutes each(such as Melba Beals, Little Rock 9 or Tuskegee Airmen, etc.) at the dinner as honorees.  A $1500 Honorarium was suggested.  Lucas’ film Red Tails is scheduled to premiere on Friday, Jan 20th and it was suggested that HRC invite them to the dinner.  Staff provided the Embassy suites quote.  Staff to talk with them to bring down to $32 cap, however, if this is not possible, consensus is to go forward with booking them at $33pp/all inclusive.  AA assigned AM, CM and JS to select up to 3 people as honorees.  Committee to report decision to staff within 2 weeks (9/27).  AM will head fundraising for honorariums.  SS, AA and CM appointed to a MLK Finance Committee.  All committees given the authority to make key decisions outside of the meetings so that MLK planning is not delayed.  AA to set appointment with BOS and do a personal “ask” for student scholarship funding.  Once done, AA will work with staff to send a written follow-up.
MOTION: to request $32pp quote from Embassy Suites, but if rejected to accept $33pp and book hotel for event AM/JS m/s/p.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS /Staff report
1. Budget Update –monthly food for the August Business meeting was purchased.
2. Intern Update – CM working with connecting with intern.
3. SS suggested that Brown Act and Robert’s Rules trainings be put on the Agenda in Feb to address with Commission and new Commissioners.
XII. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: RD/SS m/s/p. 8:37pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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