MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

June 14, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  The meeting was chaired by AA, Vice Chair.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, A. Marshall, C. Martinez, S. Scott,  
Staff Present: J Powell
Absent: M. Cohen, M. Nathan, J. Schiller
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Angela Nicholson, Marin Co. Deputy Director of Human Resources
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION to approve Agenda – SS/CM m/s/p.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION to approve May Minutes SS/AM m/s/p.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression – No one spoke during open time. 
VII. Guest Speaker(s) – No Speaker 
VIII. Chair’s Report 
1. Strategic Planning/Retreat report out– Consensus was that the retreat was great, one of the best in recent years.
2. Discussion whether to add a treasurer to Exec team – Tabled until July meeting.
3. Election/vote (chair/vice chair/treasurer) – AA was nominated for Chair and CM for Vice Chair by AM.  There were no other nominations.  Both AA and CM accepted the nominations.  The Commission voted unanimously to accept the nominations.
MOTION to accept the nominations and elect A. Ahmadia Chair and C. Martinez Vice Chair.  AM/SS m/s/p.
IX. Staff report

1. Budget Update – Staff reported that the website was renewed via GoDaddy and that the monthly food for the June Business meeting was purchased.
X. standing business
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below  - The Commission relayed to A. Nicholson that they were concerned with staff being provided healthcare and benefits.  They also inquired whether they could fundraise in order to hire staff to work additional hours and attend community functions on behalf of the Commission.  A. Nicholson said she would look into those issues.  AM volunteered to contact L. Paris to follow up on the progress.
a. Community and Government: AM reported that he met with Dr. Shervin who was denied the right to practice in the US. He had another meeting set for Friday to speak again.  AM and AA, who previously spoke with Dr. Shervin, proposed that the Commission write a letter in support for Dr. Shervin.  AM will report back at the July meeting.
b. Diversity (LGBT, Disability, Etc.): No report
c. Education: Vega – AM reported that he was set to accompany Ms. Vega to court on the 15th in support of the family.  Steele – SS asked another Commissioner to follow up on this issue as it could be a potential conflict of interest for her.  Ms. Steel’s daughter was not being allowed to walk at graduation.  AA agreed to make contact and follow up with Ms. Steele and report at the July meeting.
d. EEAC Liaison: No report
e. Future Endowment Fund: No report
f. Healthcare: No report
g. Law Enforcement: AA reported that he made 3 calls in response to complaints received but had not received any calls back.
h. Retreat: No Report
2. SUPERVISORS REPORTS – CM suggested that the Commission send the new Supervisor a letter of welcome.  Supervisor Arnold asked SS to consider joining the Parks and Open Space Commission. She is still in the interview stage and will report the outcome at the July meeting.  SS also updated Supervisor Arnold about the retreat. No other reports.
XI. NEW ITEMS 

1. Police Diversity Training – Tabled until July meeting.  JS not present to update.
XII. OLD ITEMS 
1. Initiatives/Action plans per Retreat – After discussion it was decided to wait until the July meeting to further discuss so that the new Commissioners are able to take part in the discussion.  However, the Commission agreed that if the new Commissioners are not appointed by the July meeting they would not table the issue any further.  JS and SS agreed that they should still meet and begin work on the New Commissioner Orientation as there is potential to have two new Commissioners by the July meeting.
2. Website – No new updates.
3. HUD/Fair Housing Update – AM reported that there is another meeting scheduled.  One of the main issues is how info for the report was obtained and that there might have been/be a better way to do it.
4. Standards and Policies for General Assistance Program – Staff reported that the letter/resolution from the HRC had been sent and there was no additional update.  
5. Intern Update – Staff reported that the request is active and that staff is waiting for a match for the position.  AA indicated that he had a relative who could possibly intern.  Staff also reported to the Commission that the EEO intern had begun working on getting forms, etc ready for MLK.  It was requested to put MLK update on the July agenda to begin working on it.
6. Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice –
This issue is ongoing.  There is another meeting scheduled and a possible extension to October.

XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. None, however the Commission recognized and congratulated the incoming Chair and Vice Chair to their newly elected positions for FY11/12.
XI. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: AA/SS m/s/p. 8:33pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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