MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Proposed meeting Minutes

February 8, 2011 - 6:30 P.M. – 8:30 p.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER




Meeting called to order at 7:21pm.  The meeting was chaired by vice chair, AA.
II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners present: A. Ahmadia, A. Marshall, M. Nathan, S. Scott, C. Martinez
Absent: M. Cohen, E. Garcia, M. Ham, J. Schiller


Human Resources Staff Present: C. Colton, J Powell not present.
Guests/Public Present: K. Pierson and R. Durr
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Guests introduced themselves.  
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES:
MOTION to approve Agenda. – With changes as follows: Move discussion re: Fair Housing right after approval of Meeting Minutes, before public open Time CM/AM m/s/p.
MOTION to approve January Minutes. CM/AM m/s/p. SS and MN abstained as they were not present at the January meeting.
V. Fair Housing Discussion – AM expressed his belief that low income housing is not synonymous with crime.  Guest, KP asked the Commission if they would extend a request to the BOS to take their time on approving Roy Bateman’s recommendation (CBDG issue) around resolving the non-compliance agreement by simply giving more money to Fair Housing.  He is asking the Board to ask the HRC or some other body to convene actual representatives/stakeholders to decide how Marin County should address this compliance going forward.  He suggested that they raise the bar and that it’s not good enough to say, “we are going to do better”.  He would like the BOS to extend the period and get input from those affected.

Raphael Durr (Former HRC Commissioner) mentioned that he would like to see some type of oversight and that they fully investigate the non-compliance; how much, how long and what was out of compliance.
SS expressed hesitation to vote on the motion without having further knowledge on the subject.  MN voiced concerns as well as whether she should recuse herself.  MN did not vote, but she also did not recuse herself.
MOTION that the HRC request a 30-day extension from the BOS in order to gather additional info and conduct a fact finding meeting/discussion with stakeholders and HRC before approving Roy Bateman’s recommendations.  AM/CM m/s/p. MN abstained
After the motion passed Mr. Durr and Mr. Pierson left the meeting.

VI. Open Time for Public Expression – no one spoke during Open Time.
VII. Guest Speaker(s) – there was no speaker.
VIII. Chair’s Report 
1. MLK Wrap-up and Report out – Commissioners felt the event was a success.  AM spent personal money on the event, approx $450.  AA  still needs to turn in a check to staff will bring check by.  CM expressed that he was willing to provide funds if necessary.  Community Action Marin – was there a $1000 check?  AM to follow up with them.  
2. Annual Report – Tabled until next meeting, Chair not present
3. Alumni Awards/Certificates – Tabled until next meeting
4. Future Endowment Fund – Tabled until next meeting
IX. Staff report

1. Conflict of Interest Form/Ethics Requirement Past Due – Staff brought forms for Commissioners to fill out.
2. Budget Update – Staff provided the Commission with a written update from the MLK event.
X. standing business
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS and COMPLAINTS – No report unless indicated below – Staff provided info to Commission on new Complaint re: Homeward Bound and use of Medical Marijuana by residents. AM to handle and report back at March Meeting.
· Community and Government: 
· Diversity (LGBT, Disability, Etc.): No report
· Education: ON Jan 27th 2011 SS attended trainings at Marin County BOE re: gay tagging and other issues in the schools.  It was very informative.  
· EEAC Liaison: No report
· Healthcare: No report
· Law Enforcement: AA reported that he handled both Fitzpatrick and Gordon complaints.  Will report further at March meeting.
· MLK: discussion under Chair report
· Retreat: No report
2. SUPERVISORS REPORTS – SS reported
XI. OLD ITEMS 
a. Social Justice – possible partnership on issues/presence at meeting – Commissioners AA and SS to attend on Feb 17th and will report at March Business meeting.  Need to do more outreach and make a conscious effort to know and decide what other organizations to be involved with.
b. Website Update – Tabled until next meeting
XII. NEW ITEMS 
a. Suggestion to increase number of Commissioners – Tabled until next meeting
b. Heath Care for All – not discussed
c. HUD/Fair Housing – moved to beginning of Agenda

d. General Assistance Complaint
MOTION that the HRC draft a request  from the County to obtain documents that are alleged to be unpublished written regulations standards and policies in reference to the General Assistance Complaint that was filed a week ago.  CM/SS m/s/p. MN abstained

e. Interest and Discussion of possible benefit of an intern
MOTION  request a part time assistant/intern to do fact finding and write memos for the Commission.  Authorize staff to send out an announcement to local high school, 2-year and 4-year college students.  CM/SS m/s/p. 

XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS– AM will be attending a forum in Berkely re: Women and Gangs, specifically teen women on Feb 17th.  MN will be going to South Africa as a keynote speaker at the South African Gay Pride and meet with the Minister of Justice of South Africa and other activities.   She will need to raise $8000 and will be gone 3 weeks in March.  
XI. ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION to Adjourn: AA/MN m/s/p. 8:07pm
-
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Information Items: Provide information of interest to the commission.  If further discussion is needed, it will be moved to a future agenda, delegated to a committee, task force or staff.        Discussion Items: Provide opportunity for commission advice, input or consultation on draft policies or enable commission involvement in the generation or review of ideas or issues under development.         Action Items: Require Commission decision and action, as in a vote.
Late agenda material can be inspected at the Marin County Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Dr., Room 205 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  PHONE 415-499-6189---FAX 415-499-6557
All County public meetings are conducted in accessible locations If you require American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices or other accommodations to participate in this meeting, these may be requested by calling (415) 499-6189 (voice) of (415) 499-6172 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance. Copies of documents used in this meeting are available in accessible formats upon written request.

The agenda is available on the Internet at http://www.co.marin.ca.us/efiles/HRC/Ag/Mn/cybagenda.htm  A copy of the agenda will be faxed upon request by dialing (415) 499-6060 and entering “181” after the brief introductory message.
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