MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 403

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
may 13,  2008

7:00 – 8:45 p.m.
MINUTES


I.
CALL TO ORDER



Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Chair, Cesar Lagleva.




II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners Present 


George Pegelow 



Cesar Lagleva 
 



Marna Cohen



Kerry Pierson



Raphael Durr




Aref Ahmadia  



Andrew Marshall 



Commissioners Absent


Adriana Ames (E)


Maureen Mc Manus (E)



Human Resources Staff Present


Patricia Maguire, Staff Coordinator



Guests Present


Martin Schaaf, Social Justice Center



Ray Gordon, Resident 



Juan Carlos Arauz, CCA and four students


Kate Kain, MAWS



Graziela Rodriguez, MAWS 



Gershon Mitchell, Resident


Howell Hirsh, complainant


III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


Guests introduced themselves and were welcomed.


IV.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION: Guests will be moved up on the agenda.  Comm Peirson asked 


that his items be moved up on the agenda because he must leave early.  


Agenda approved M/s/p Pegelow/Peirson

V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF april 8, 2008



MOtion: Minutes approved M/s/p Pegelow/Peirson
VI.
open time FOR PUBLIC EXPrESSION 

None

VII.
Chair’s Report


· Race and Class: Marin County Education Equity Initiative:  



Comm. Lagleva reported that an anti-racism and anti-classism 
workshop will be held for the public on May 27, 2008 from 9:00 am 
to 4:00 pm at the Marin County Office of Education.  
VIII. 
STAFF REPORT

· New Supervisor: Carrie Ann Colton has been appointed as temporary EEO.  Angela Nicholson has accepted a position as Principal Personnel Analyst.  
· Election of Officers is next month
· Retreat is at 6:00 and not 6:30 pm
XI. 
Community and Government
· One Dream 2009/Juan Carlos Arauz: Mr. Arauz introduced four students who have been directly affected by ICE and police raids and arrests of family members for lack of documentation.  They also discussed the fear in their community about law enforcement even though they may be documented but have loved ones who are not documented.  These students are involved in a movement called One Dream 2009 with the goal of:
1. Collecting 15 million signatures in recognition of the number of undocumented individuals in this country.
2. Selling 3 million “Human Being” cards symbolizing the 3 million undocumented youth in the country.  

3. Present these symbolic messages to the new president on Inauguration Day, January 20, 2009.  


      MOTION: Endorse the Dream 2009 movement. M/s/p 



 Peirson/Marshall


MOTION: Purchase 40  ‘Human Being’ cards for $200.00 


M/s/p Marshall/Peirson



The Commission was asked to sign the petition at:




      www.onedream2009.org. 
IX. 
NEW BUSINESS  

· Marin Abused Women’s Services/Peirson:  Comm. Peirson discussed three complaints that he was aware of from three African American women who were evicted from a MAWS shelter.  There were also complaints of verbal abuse, harassment, insults and demeaning comments.  The complainants stated that these behaviors were perpetrated by Latina women.  Kate Kain from MAWS discussed ongoing efforts to get a more diverse staff and emphasize cultural competence among staff.  There may be a perception of cultural bias in favor of the Latino community.  The State of California has told the shelters to solve this issue and develop a program of cultural and linguistic competency.  MAWS  met with ISOJI, where these complaints were heard, and a second meeting is planned.  Discussion followed with one conclusion being that an organization like MAWS should be staffed by people who look like the people they are serving.  MOTION: MAWS report back to the commission following the conclusion of their meetings with ISOJI.  M/s/p Cohen/Ahmadia 5 ayes, 1 nay.          
· Sireah Mc Neill Complaint: Complainant did not attend the meeting.  
· Fair Housing of Marin/Durr:  Comm. Durr passed out copies of e-mails between him and the Director of Fair Housing.  He went on to discuss the circumstances preceding the e-mail exchange.  It involved his application to become a tester for Fair Housing and the events that occurred at and after the training.  Comm. Durr asked the commission to look at the plight of African American men in Marin in relation to employment and housing.  Comm. Durr will file a complaint against Fair Housing and will develop a proposal as to how to address the barriers faced by Black men in Marin. 
· Editorial re: Darrell Hunter/Peirson: Comm. Peirson discussed the I.J. editorial about Darrell Hunter who was found not guilty  of murder after spending 11 years in prison for that murder.  After reading the article. Comm. Peirson described it as jury nullification.  He did speak with the editorial writer who said he in no way meant for the article to seem as though he was  questioning the decision of the jury.  Comm. Peirson asked for comments after the meeting.  

X. 
EEAC Liaison Report/ Cohen




Commissioner Cohen reported that EEAC will develop a questionnaire 


about diversity in hiring and advancement.


XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Martin Luther King Awards Committee/Ames : 




No report 

2. Education Committee/Pegelow
· Update on Terra Linda Investigation:  Comm. Pegelow spoke  with two campus supervisors responsible for security at Terra Linda and was very disturbed by the information he received.  He plans to ask for a meeting with the superintendent of schools.  

· Anti-bullying Update: The entire 6th grade at Kent Middle School has been trained in anti-bullying curriculum.  
3. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr

· Ray Gordon Complaint/Update:   Mr. Gordon updated the commission on his current situation.  Comm. Ahmadia volunteered to assist Mr. Gordon in getting his car registration from DMV.  He has paid for the registration but has not received it.  Mr. Gordon said that he would like to first speak with Commissioners Peirson and Lagleva.    
· Velvelon Brown Complaint: This will be taken off the agenda.
· Howell Hurst Complaint:  Mr. Hurst wrote a commentary in the IJ/Marin Voice regarding treatment by several Marin County Sheriff’s deputies and the Sheriff.  He received responses from about 15 other individuals and there was a meeting around future actions by this group.  The commission offered support for their efforts.  Comm. Pegelow, Cohen and Lagleva will meet with Mr. Schaaf about revisions.     
· 4.  Community and Government Committee/Marshall                            

· Consider Drafts of Resolution and Letter Proposed by Martin Schaaf re:the United Nations Treaties:  Comm. Pegelow stated that he would like to work with Mr. Schaaf in revising  the resolution before he would feel comfortable supporting it.  Comm. Cohen also expressed concerns about supporting it in its current form.    
· Housing Authority/Peirson: No report

Marin City Housing Update 
·  One Dream 2009/Juan Carlos Arauz: Discussed above.
· Darrell Hunter Complaint: Discussed above.
5. Media Committee/Ahmadia



No report


6. Human Resources Committee


     No Report.  

    
XII.
OLD BUSINESS  



1. Retreat Committee: Ames/Ahmadia/Pegelow

· Update: The retreat is Thur. May 15, 2008 in the Rug Room 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.


2. Minority Contracting/Durr:  No report




3. Human Rights Ed. Proposal re: Gershon Mitchell: No report  



4. Human Rights Torch Resolution/Ames/Peirson: Will be completed for June meeting.

XIII. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
     

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT  


MOTION: Meeting adjourned at 8:45   M/s/p Ahmadia/Cohen



Respectfully submitted,



Patricia Maguire




     

