MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 403

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
MARCH 11, 2008

7:00 – 8:00 pm

MINUTES


I.
CALL TO ORDER



Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair, Cesar Lagleva.




II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners Present 


George Pegelow 



Adriana Ames
 


Cesar Lagleva 
 


Marna Cohen



Maureen Mc Manus



Kerry Pierson


Commissioners Absent


Aref Ahmadia
(E)   Noted after minutes went out.


Andrew Marshall
(E)


Raphael Durr

(E)


Human Resources Staff Present


Carrie Ann Colton, staffing


Guests Present


Martin Schaaf, Social Justice Center



Aristan Armada, Grand Jury



Ray Gordon, Resident 


III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


Guests introduced themselves and were welcomed

IV.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION: Guests will be moved up on the agenda. Agenda approved as 


amended M/s/p Pegelow/Ames


V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF february 12, 2008



MOtion: minutes approved M/s/p Pegelow/Ames
VI.
open time FOR PUBLIC EXPESSION 

Aristan Armada from the Marin County Civil Grand Jury announced that 
the Grand Jury is still accepting applications for the FY 08/09 session.  
The last day for applications is March 17, 2008.  It is a minimum of 20 
hours commitment per week.  You are paid $20.00 per day plus mileage.  
They meet on Thursdays from 1:00 -3:00 pm.   

VII.
Chair’s Report


· Intern:  Aricel Bongko decided against taking an internship with the Commission.  She felt rejected by certain commission members. Commissioner Peirson suggested that either an exit interview be conducted or a letter of apology be written.  Comm. Lagleva said that he will try to contact Aricel and have a more in depth conversation with her about her impressions and the impact of her contact with the commission.  

· College of Marin: Postponed

· Race and Class: Marin County Education Equity Initiative:  On March 20th from 6-8 pm at the Corporate Center, the report from the forum will be passed out.  A question of whether the report can be provided on line.  Comm. Lagleva will look into it.  
VIII. 
STAFF REPORT


Ms. Colton told the commission that Staff did not have an opportunity to 


draft a letter for Comm. Ahmadia inviting Judge Verna Adams to attend a 


commission meeting.  MOTION: Comm. Peirson recommends that the 


letter of invitation to Judge Adams be sent by Comm. Lagleva on behalf of 

the commission.  M/s/p Peirson/Pegelow
IX. 
NEW BUSINESS  

· Retreat Committee Ames/Ahmadia/Pegelow:


Agenda Outline:  Discussed at Feb. Meeting.  
      
The Rug Room and MCF are available on Thursday evenings from


6:30-9:00 pm. It is considered a public meeting and does not take the 
place of the regular meeting.  Comm. Pegelow and Ames will co-facilitate 
the meeting.   Commissioner Peirson mentioned that he will not be 
attending the retreat because of trust issues that arose after the last 
election of officers.  
· Annual Report: The report is due on March 24th and Comm. Lagleva asked that commissioners have their reports to staff by Monday, March 17th.  Committee chairs are asked to highlight accomplishments, goals and challenges.

X. 
EEAC Liaison Report/ Cohen




Commissioner Cohen reported that the Personnel Commission agreed to 


the proposal that EEAC interview line staff as well as department 



managers concerning their experience.  A questionnaire is being 



developed for line staff.  

 
 

XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Martin Luther King Awards Committee/Ames : 




No report 

2. Education Committee/Pegelow
· Comm Pegelow stated that he had made a presentation to the BOS today regarding the Ed. Committee and its programs.  He also read a letter from Comm. Lagleva on the Race and Class Forum.  
· Maria Mikel Complaint:  
· Crystal Crawford Complaint/Update: Comm Pegelow interviewed Ms. Crawford and her three children who attend TL High School.  He expressed concern over serious issues at TL as well as at Miller Creek and Vallecito that came to light from the interviews.  He will be scheduling a meeting with the TL principal to suggest a second meeting with the principal, vice principal and students about these issues.  The meeting will be about how to change the culture so that all students feel respected and safe.  The issues involve racial remarks and ongoing harassment by a fellow student (s) that does not get addressed or any type of attempt to address the issues.  
Commissioner Peirson asked if Commissioner Pegelow believes there were negative racial attitudes in the Dixie School District that came over with those students to Terra Linda High School.  Commissioner Pegelow stated that he believes there is a pattern.   He said there was an attitude or feeling that the people of this area prefer that people of color go elsewhere.  
3. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr

· Ray Gordon Complaint/Update:   Mr. Gordon updated the commission on his current situation.  He is revising his complaint to SRPD.  Commissioner Lagleva suggested that some of the questions and situations that Mr. Gordon has discussed may be better answered by Ed Berberian when he attends a future HRC meeting.  Mr. Gordon agreed to this.


Next month there will be an action item regarding writing a letter 


proposing that the Sheriff’s parking lot be used as a overnight 


parking site for the homeless. Commissioner Peirson will pursue 


this with the interfaith community.    
4.  Community and Government Committee/Marshall                            

· United Nations Treaties/Support for Resolution: 

           Martin Schaaf updated the commission on other communities 
working on the treaties.  Mr. Schaaf will draft a letter regarding the 
support by the commission of this project.  Commissioner Lagleva 
will assist with the draft.   
· Housing Authority/Peirson:  Commissioner Peirson reviewed the status in Marin City where there is ongoing discussion of whether to demolish many of the older public housing units or refurbish the units.  People are extremely anxious about being permanently displaced from their community.  The discussions continue.  
5. Media Committee/Ahmadia



No report


6. Human Resources Committee


     No Report.  

    
XII.
OLD BUSINESS  


1. Minority Contracting/Durr:  No report.



XIII. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
     

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT  


MOTION: Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm M/s/p Pegelow/Cohen



Respectfully submitted,



Patricia Maguire




     

