MARIN COUNTY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIC CENTER, ROOM 403

SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
JANUARY 8, 2008
7:00 – 9:00 pm

MINUTES

I.
CALL TO ORDER



Meeting called to order at 7:05 by Chair, Cesar Lagleva




II.
ROLL CALL


Commissioners Present 


Maureen Mc Manus


George Pegelow 



Adriana Ames


Aref Ahmadia 



Marna Cohen



Raphael Durr 


Cesar Lagleva 



Kerry Pierson 



Andrew Marshall



Commissioners Absent




None


Human Resources Staff Present


Patricia Maguire, Staff Coordinator


Guests Present


Ed Berberian, Marin County District Attorney


Martin Schaaf, Social Justice Center



Rich Sheviakov


Aristan Armada


Ray Gordon 


III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


Guests introduced themselves and were welcomed

IV.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA


MOTION: Guests will be moved up on the agenda. Agenda approved as 


amended M/s/p Marshall/ Ames

V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2007


MOtion: minutes approved M/s/p Marshall/Peirson
VI.
open time FOR PUBLIC EXPESSION 
XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
2. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr

· Ray Gordon Complaint Update:
      

Mr. Gordon’s court date is later in the month and Commissioner 


Marshall will accompany him. Mr. Gordon updated the commission 


on what has transpired since last month.  He had 6-7 contacts with 


the San Rafael Police.  He believes the police are becoming more 


aggressive in  citing of people sleeping in their cars.  He asked  


the commission to attempt to get the ACLU involved in his cases.   


Commissioner Lagleva had contacted Supv. Kinsey’s office about


the issue of homeless individuals sleeping in their vehicles.  There 


is a county ordinance against this but a discussion about 



alternatives occurred with one idea emerging about working with 


the faith community to consider church owned sites as parking 


places.  Commissioner Marshall plans to go to city council meetings 

around the county to request a moratorium on any parking 



regulations regarding the homeless during the winter months.  


MOTION: Commission Marshall will represent the Human Rights 


Commission in his appearance before city councils asking for a 


moratorium on parking restrictions imposed on homeless 



individuals for sleeping in their cars.  M/s/p Cohen/Pegelow.  Mr. 


Gordon would consider applying for housing but it would depend on 

the housing situation.  Members of the ACLU who are also 



members of HRC will discuss options with Mr. Gordon.  
3. Community and Government Committee/Marshall   

· United Nations Treaties/Support for Resolution:

Martin Schaaf came before the commission to update them on his 
revision of the resolution.  He discussed developing a manual for 
the commission based on the goals of the treaties. Commissioners 
Lagleva and Pegelow will assist Mr. Schaaf in the development.  
ACLU has a manual that Commissioner Pegelow suggested Mr. 
Schaaf review.  

VII.
Chair’s Report


· Race and Class Forum, January 26, 2008 Commission Dialogue on Problems and Solutions in Education Update:

Commissioner Lagleva updated the commission on the event. 
· Special Request for Recognition during MLK Dinner:
      Commissioner Lagleva told the commission about a single mother 
of three who was arrested just before Christmas and another single 
mother of four put up her rent money for January to pay for the bail 
to get the first woman out of jail.  Money was raised to pay her back 
but her efforts were remarkable and selfless.  Commissioner 
Peirson suggested the second woman be recognized by a 
resolution by the BOS.  MOTION: Commissioner Lagleva with the 
assistance of Commissioner Pierson will draft a resolution or 
commendation. M/s/p Peirson/Pegelow Ayes 8 Abstention 1.
VIII. 
STAFF REPORT
· Staff updated the commission on the cost of plaques for the 
MLK event.  
IX. 
NEW BUSINESS  

· Retreat Committee Ames/Ahmadia/Pegelow:

Agenda Outline:  Commissioner Ames reported that the 
committee will have the agenda outline for the February 
meeting.  

X. 
EEAC Liaison Report/ Cohen


· Report : Commission Cohen and Pegelow updated the commission on the activities of the EEAC.  Meeting with the Personnel Commission is scheduled for January 24th.  

XI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Martin Luther King Awards Committee/Ames : 


1. Pictures/Pegelow:  Commissioner Pegelow has ordered 
two.


2. Awardee Assignment: Commissioners reviewed who they 
would be presenting.  Comm. Mc Manus will introduce Comm. 
Cohen’s awardee if she is unable to attend.  

3. Keynote and Invocation: Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey 
will be the keynote speaker.  Rev. Carol Hovis will do the 
invocation.  




4. Program: Commissioner Ames discussed the program.  




Commissioner Lagleva asked that a sign in-sheet for elected 



officials be at the registration desk so they can be recognized 



at the dinner.  Marin Interfaith will honor MLK awardees at their 



event on January 21st.   

1. Education Committee/Pegelow
· Maria Mikel Complaint: Commissioners Pegelow and Pierson met with Ms. Mikel and her son regarding the complaint about administration at Terra Linda High.  Comm. Pegelow is also going to attend a meeting with the SRPD regarding Ms. Mikel’s son.  


· Commissioner Pegelow’s reported that the school projects are all going well and moving forward.


2. Law Enforcement Committee/Durr

· Cora Simsuangco Complaint: The complainant has decided not to move forward with the complaint.  Comm. Mc Manus is assisting her son with employment.  Comm. Peirson did not contact former Novato Police Captain Reggie Lyles because a complaint has not yet been filed with the NPD regarding this case.  It may also be awkward for Mr. Lyles because he is no longer with the department.  

· Ray Gordon Complaint/Update:  Discussed above.                                  3. Community and Government Committee/Marshall   

· United Nations Treaties/Support for Resolution: 


Discussed above.
· Housing Authority/Peirson: There is ongoing discussion of 
dismantling some of the public housing in Marin City.  The 
electricity is out in Marin City since the storm. There is a great deal 
of support for those residents who have been displaced 
because of the lack of electricity.  Comm. Marshall suggested that
buildings should have generators.



5. Media Committee/Ahmadia


No report

6. Human Resources Committee

· Letter to Personnel Commission/Pegelow Mc Manus:  The letter drafted by EEAC covers the concerns of the Human Rights Commission and will be discussed at the January 24th meeting between EEAC and the Personnel Commission.  Comm. Pegelow invited other members of the commission to the meeting.  
    
XII.
OLD BUSINESS  


1. Minority Contracting/Durr:  Comm. Durr updated his efforts on getting Marin contract data from the Transportation Authority of Marin.   Comm. Marshall referred him to a recent report from UC Berkeley that would have the breakdown of data on women and minorities since Prop. 209.




2. CJE: Actions Request: MOTION: Invite Judge Verna Adams to 



come to a Human Rights Commission meeting to discuss questions of 


interest. M/s/p 5 ayes, 2 nays, 2 abstain.  CJE will be taken off of the 


agenda because Commissioner Lagleva has been waiting several months 


for a response to a request from them and has not yet received the 



information.  

XIII. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
     I

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT  


MOTION: Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm M/s/p Ahmadia/Pegelow



Respectfully submitted,



Patricia Maguire




     

